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IISSSSUUEE  BBRRIIEEFF  
 
Issue:  Seizures of Boats in Mexico 
 

Background 
 

We have received reports of United States and Canadian recreational boats being placed under 
so-called “precautionary seizure” by an agency of the Mexican Government known as AGACE, 
part of their internal revenue department. Apparently, agents raided 12 marinas checking to 
determine if foreign flagged vessels are in compliance with the country’s import regulations.  It 
has been reported that up to 338 boats were subject to the seizures. 
 
Vessels not found in compliance, even for minor technicalities, were placed under precautionary 
seizure and ordered to not leave the marinas.  Some of the issues raised include: 
 

 Failing to provide proof of a temporary import permit (costs approximately $70) 
 Unable to find a Hull Identification Number (HIN) 
 Engine serial numbers un-readable 

 
Of greater concern is the placement of the seizure orders on vessels for which the agents were 
not able to determine if they were in compliance because their owners were not present to 
provide the paperwork.  With a number of owners back home for the holidays, this created 
uncertainty and alarm for many boaters. 
 
It is not entirely clear how a vessel placed in the precautionary seizure status has it removed.  It 
has been reported that AGACE has up to 4 months to release the vessels once its compliance has 
been verified. 
   

Status 
 

An association of Mexican marinas has been in contact with the Mexican government to press 
for the lifting of these seizure orders.  There are anecdotal accounts that some of the boats have 
been released.  A number of news reports on the seizures has brought additional focus on the 
issue by both the Mexican and United States governments. 
 
BoatU.S. has been in touch with the United States State Department to apprise them of the issue 
and offer assistance with its resolution.  The State Department reported that they have been 
communicating with the Mexican government and will provide additional information as it 
becomes available. We have also briefed the House Coast Guard Subcommittee staff on the 
issue.  We continue to monitor the situation and communicate with the appropriate agencies in 
order to resolved the matter. 


