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March 24, 2010 
 
The Honorable Jean Wagenius 
Chair, House Environment and Natural Resources Finance Division 
Minnesota House Finance Committee 
449 State Office Building 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: HF 3051 
 
Dear Chairwoman Wagenius: 
 
On behalf of the more than 4,400 BoatU.S. members in Minnesota, we would like to 
draw your attention to a provision of legislation currently under consideration by your 
Committee that would have a serious long term negative impact on boating in Minnesota.  
With over 500,000 members, BoatU.S. represents the interests of recreational boaters 
throughout the United States.  As you know, boating is one of the most popular family 
activities in the Land of 10,000 Lakes. 
 
Section 7 of HF 3051 contains a provision that would place a five year moratorium on 
state acquisition of land adjacent to public waters that do not already have a public access 
site.  If enacted, this would have a significant and detrimental impact on the state’s ability 
to provide its citizens with access to and enjoyment of this shared resource, now and into 
the future.  We urge you to remove this section from the legislation. 
 
State acquisition of public access sites is a key component of Minnesota’s efforts to 
provide all its citizens with the ability to enjoy the benefits of public water bodies.  Lakes 
and rivers are shared resources held in common by the state for all Minnesotans but the 
vast majority of boaters will be unable to enjoy those benefits if they do not have a way 
to reach the water.  
 
Funding for land acquisition to build boat ramps is provided in part by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service through the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund.  This fund is 
a true “user pays, user benefits” program derived from taxes that boaters and anglers pay 
on boat fuel, fishing tackle and several other transactions.  If Section 7 were enacted, 
Minnesota could lose these funds.  It should also be noted that in the current economic 
climate land acquisition for public boat access should provide great value for the citizens 
of the state which may be far from the case in five years when the moratorium would 
expire. 
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Some have suggested that this moratorium is proposed to help prevent the spread of 
aquatic invasive species.  Unfortunately, this would not be an effective tool for this 
purpose because it would not prevent boats from being launched from private lands no 
matter where they have recently been used.  Recreational boaters and fisherman have a 
significant, vested interest in preventing invasive species.  In our experience they are 
eager to adopt practices that will help ensure pest-free waters once they have the 
appropriate information and guidance.  In fact, the University of Minnesota Sea Grant 
Program has developed excellent educational materials and outreach information to help 
prevent further spread of aquatic nuisance species (http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/ais/). 
 
With over 800,000 registered boats, the citizens of Minnesota clearly enjoy recreational 
boating and the time it affords them in the outdoors.  Section 7 of HF 3051 will only 
reduce such opportunity and thus we urge the Committee to remove this language from 
the legislation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our views.  Please feel free to contact us if we can 
provide any additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Margaret B. Podlich 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
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