
 
 
 
 
 
January 19, 2011 
 
The Honorable Julius Genachowski 
Chairman Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
445 12th Street, S.W. Room 86201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re: LightSquared application request for Modification of its Authority for Ancillary Terrestrial 
Component (ATC) [FCC File No. SAT-MOD-20101118-00239] 
 
Dear Chairman Genachowski: 
 
 BoatU.S., the Boat Owners Association of the United States, is the largest organization 
of recreational boaters in the country with more than 500,000 active members.  For more than 
40 years, we have worked to ensure that our members, who own a wide array of types and 
sizes of boats, can continue to enjoy this healthy outdoor family recreation. 
 
 We have been apprised of the above mentioned petition by LightSquared Inc. which 
would allow them to use mobile-satellite service (MSS) frequencies to provide terrestrial 
service and potentially create interference with Global Position Satellite systems.  GPS is now 
the primary tool used by boaters to determine their location, whether inshore, near shore or 
offshore.  Recently, the US Coast Guard decommissioned LORAN C, leaving GPS based 
navigation as the sole electronic means to determine a boat’s position. 
 
 Because GPS is so integrated into boating, as well as other electronic equipment like 
radar, depth sounders, and emergency position indicating radio beacons, we are extremely 
concerned about any change that could create unreliability in the GPS signal, or the ability of 
an individual to reliably and constantly receive that signal.  This has direct implications for the 
safety of boaters in our nation’s waters.  Until it can be affirmatively shown that this proposed 
LightSquared action will not cause interference with the GPS system, we ask that the 
Commission reject this proposal. 
 
 Thank you for your attention to our concerns.  Please let us know if we can provide any 
additional information regarding this or any other issues involving recreational boats. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Margaret Podlich 
Vice President, Government Affairs 
mpodlich@boatus.com 
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