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BoatU.S. is the largest organization of recreational boat owners in the United 

States, with more than 500,000 members nationwide and over 113,000 members in 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi. Our members enjoy this family friendly activity on all 
types of water around the country, using a wide range of sizes and styles of boats. The 
same is true for our members in the coastal waters of the Gulf of Mexico and for that 
reason we are particularly interested in the boating opportunities that the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore (GINS) has provided to the public for 40 years. 

 
We appreciate the delicate balance the National Park Service (NPS) must strike in 

fulfilling its mission of providing access to the natural wonders of this National Seashore 
while preserving the very elements that make it such an attractive destination. With its 
close proximity to the population centers of the southern coast, preserving access to the 
park — and particularly the waters of the park — must be a primary goal of any new 
management plan.  

 
Nonetheless, we note that the “Preferred Alternative,” Alternative 3, would limit 

access to many miles of the area’s most popular coastline; places to sail, paddle, anchor, 
swim, fish and just generally enjoy being on the water in a truly unique place. Boater-
friendly management prescriptions for such activities can instill a stewardship ethic for 
the marine environment and an attitude of advocacy for such outstanding public lands 
and waters. To lose access for recreational boaters as proposed would undermine that 
ethic and the attitude it inspires. 

 
We are particularly troubled by the concept of requiring a permit for access to 

certain areas under the Preferred Alternative.  The very open nature of GINS makes it 
exceedingly difficult for boaters to know exactly where they are or when they may have 
entered an area requiring a permit.  Requiring permits to access specific areas will act as 
a deterrent for boaters to visit the park at all. In a time of limited, even diminishing, park 
resources and funds, such a permit system would place an unnecessary administrative 
burden on park management. Furthermore, we question the ability of the park to monitor 
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and/or enforce such a measure.  As a result, BoatU.S. believes implementation of access 
permits must be rejected as a management tool at GINS. 

 
It should be noted that Alternatives 2, 3 and 4 all prohibit or limit access for the 

public and the recreational boater, a management philosophy that contradicts the intent of 
President Obama in his America's Great Outdoors (AGO) Initiative. A key 
recommendation to come out of the President’s initiative is the following (emphasis 
added): 

 
Recommendation 2.1 — Support outdoor recreation access and opportunities on 

public lands by establishing a Federal Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation. 
Despite the major opportunities for quality recreation, many participants in the 

AGO process observed that significant obstacles remain to outdoor recreation on public 
lands and waters.  

 
Sadly, Alternatives 2, 3 and 4 do nothing to fulfill that promise. 
 
President Obama followed through on the recommendation on June 13, 2011, 

when he created the Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor Recreation headed by 
Secretary Salazar and three other Cabinet officials. As a stakeholder organization that is 
actively engaged in the AGO process, we note several tasks charged to the new Council 
that are of particular significance in our review of the GINS General Management Plan: 

 
Task: Coordinate recreation management, access and policies across multiple 

agencies to improve public enjoyment and recreational use of federal lands. 
Task: Improve engagement of young people and their families in outdoor 

recreation through healthy, active lifestyles. 
Task: Identify ways to improve access to and benefits from our parks, refuges, 

and other public lands, waters, and shores for persons with disabilities. 
Task: Target underserved and disadvantaged communities for both access and 

engagement in the benefits of and opportunities for outdoor recreation. 
 
Thus, we believe that revision of the Gulf Islands National Seashore General 

Management Plan presents a very timely opportunity to act on President Obama’s vision 
by developing management options that retain, even expand, public access to and on the 
water through thoughtful measures that continue to conserve park resources. Until GINS 
presents such enlightened management options for consideration, BoatU.S. remains in 
support only of Alternative 1. 

 
It should also be noted that recreational boating has a significant economic impact 

on the eastern Gulf of Mexico community in terms of jobs, services provided, and 
tourism expenditures. Any plan that may affect the way boaters can use these waters 
should be analyzed for its economic impact as well as for its value to natural resources 
conservation. 
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Please feel free to contact BoatU.S. with additional questions regarding our 
position on this General Management Plan or any other recreational boating issues.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Margaret Podlich  
President 
BoatU.S. 


