
In just over eight years, it will be 
illegal to use copper-based paint on recre-
ational vessels in Washington state, mak-

ing it the first state in the nation to outlaw 
the most commonly used anti-fouling bot-
tom-coating formula. under the law, passed 
in april, no new boats with copper-based 

bottom paint can be sold in the state after 
january 1, 2018, and paint with more than 
0.5-percent copper cannot be used on recre-
ational boats as of january 1, 2020. (Copper 
content commonly used in anti-fouling paints 
now ranges from 20 to 70 percent.)

the law applies to recreational boats 65 feet 

and under, but does not apply to commercial, 
government-owned, or research vessels of any 
size. “We’re all concerned about water quality 
where we go boating, but singling out recre-
ational boats in this instance makes little sense,” 
reports Boatu.s. vice President of government 
affairs Margaret Podlich. “Washington boaters 
have few alternative products available to them 
now and we’re worried the development of 
new products is likely to be slow as recreational 
boats represent a small slice of the anti-fouling 
paint market.” she noted that Washington, and 
especially the Puget sound area, is home to a 
large number of classic wooden recreational 
boats and copper is the most effective deterrent 
to ship worm and other organisms that plague 
such boats. Boaters will carry the burden of im-
plementation of this law, she added, including 
any costs to strip their boats before applying a 
non-copper alternative.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in California are 
pursuing similar legislation. there a bill in 
draft would place new controls on anti-fouling 
paints that contain copper, but at press time, 
recreational Boaters of California (rBoC) 
representatives were negotiating with the bill’s 
sponsor. Podlich said the bill, sB 623, would 
carry over into the 2012 legislative session, al-
lowing rBoC more time to assess the poten-
tial effects of bottom paint restrictions as well 
as the costs that California boaters may have 
to bear, should the bill ultimately become law. 
to stay abreast of the California situation, go 
to: www.Boatus.com/gov                    — R.L.

Washington Bans Copper paint

AwARd FoR BoatU.S. Magazine A first-person feature article about a father-daughter day trip as volunteers on 
the Maine Island Trail won BoatU.S. Magazine Associate Editor Ryck Lydecker an award from the outdoor writ-
ers Association of America. Read the Excellence in Craft second place award-winning, “A day on The Maine Island 
Trail” at www.Boatus.com/magazine/maineisland (May 2010 issue).
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50 Million
              that’s Close to 
            the numBer of 
          spanish speakers in 
        the us, inCluDing the  
     BoatBuilDing inDustry.
         Brunswick Boat Group and
     the ABYC recently published 
        the usCG Electrical  
        Compliance Guideline    
                      in spanish. The 
                       80-page book 
                    covers the federal 
                  requirements for 
              the electrics on boats.
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