


Boat HeadS' What's best for me?

Portable Toilets

Many boaters choose to have a portable toilet on board. This toilet
does not require any plumbing, and is compact enough for smaller

1 boats. But remember, to keep the water clean (and to stay legal) you
must empty portable toilets at onshore facilities, never into the water,

Installed Heads

Another choice is an installed head. According to U.S. Coast Guard
regulations, if you have an installed toilet on your boat, you must
have a USCG-certified Type |, II, or Il Marine Sanitation Dewoe
(MSD) attached to thal toilet.

| MSD’s: What'’s your type?

Type | MSD's are treatment systems (like a Lectra-San) that send
the waste to a holding tank or through a “Y-valve” to legally dis-
charge treated waste overboard. They are legal on vessels less.
than 65 feet. They are not legal to use in a No Discharge Area.

Type Il MSD's are similar to Type I's, but take up a littie more pow-
er and, space, and provide more treatment. They can be hooked
“up to a holding tank or through a “Y-valve" to legally discharge -
treated waste overboard. These are typically installed in bigger
boats or ships, and are nol legal to use in a No D:scharge Area.

Type lll MSD's are the least compltcated,_ and least expenswe of
the MSD options. The most common Type Ill is a holding tank.
This can legally be emptied via an onshore pumpout station or,
when you are more than 3 miles offshore, overboard through a
“Y-valve." :

More Scoop on Poop

‘Pumpout Stations .
Look for this symbol posted at marinas to find
4 an onshore pumpotrl station for your holding
tank.

No Discharge Areas :

On inland lakes and other No Discharge Areas you can use a

| Type lll installed toilet with a holding tank, a portable toilet or just
use onshore facilities.
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