
 
 
January 3, 2013 
 
Ms. Diane Chalfant 
Acting Commissioner 
National Parks of New York Harbor, National Park Service 
Federal Hall National Memorial 
26 Wall Street 
New York, NY 10005 
 
Dear Ms. Chalfant: 

 
 BoatU.S. is the nation’s largest organization of recreational boaters, with over half 
a million members nationwide, and more than 65,000 living in New York and New 
Jersey.  Tenants at the Great Kills Marina, part of the Gateway National Recreation Area 
on Staten Island, have shared with us recent notices that National Park Service will not be 
renewing the lease of the current marina operator.  In the mass devastation left by 
Hurricane Sandy, we are greatly concerned about boats being forced from the marina in 
general, and by a very-near deadline of April 15, 2013. 
 
 We strongly urge you to reconsider this decision and work to restore this marina 
and other recreational boating facilities devastated by Hurricane Sandy. 
 
 Recreational boating is an important industry in the U.S., generating $32 billion in 
sales and service in 2011, and serving as a healthy, outdoor, middle-class family activity.    
With 12.4 million registered boats in this country, the nation’s boaters are some of the 
best advocates for aquatic resource conservation, healthy marine ecosystems and clean 
coastal waters. But boaters must have adequate access to those waters and to the facilities 
that support this time-honored outdoor recreational choice. 
 
 While we recognize the interest of the National Park Service in thoughtful 
planning for the rebuilding of facilities damaged by Hurricane Sandy, we believe it is 
essential that the Great Kills Marina be restored as quickly as possible. Great Kills 
Marina provides access to the water for New York and New Jersey boaters and their 
families.   This facility provides slips for some 350 recreational boats.  Should it not be 
restored, it will be very difficult for the owners of these boats to find alternative dockage 
arrangements.  This challenge is exacerbated by the damage suffered at many other 
marinas in the area.    
 
 As we understand the situation, the current operator of the marina is willing to 
fund the rebuilding of the docks but received notice from the National Park Service that it 
would not be renewing the lease for the land on which the marina operates.  Given the 
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recent delay in federal disaster relief, we find it troubling that NPS would present an 
additional impediment for this operator to overcome before starting restoration of this key 
recreational facility.  Rebuilding facilities for all types and sizes of recreational boats 
must be a key component in the recovery process, providing immediate and local long- 
term jobs and contributions to the local economy. 
 

Support for recreational facilities such as Great Kills Marina is an important 
component of President Obama’s Great Outdoors Initiative (AGO).  A key 
recommendation to come out of the President’s initiative is the following (emphasis 
added): 

 
Recommendation 2.1 — Support outdoor recreation access and opportunities on 

public lands by establishing a Federal Interagency Committee on Outdoor Recreation. 
Despite the major opportunities for quality recreation, many participants in the AGO 
process observed that significant obstacles remain to outdoor recreation on public lands 
and waters. 
  
 As a key participating agency in the Federal Interagency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation, charged with implementing the President’s vision, we ask that NPS 
reconsider the decision regarding Great Kills Marina.  In the spirit of the President’s 
commitment to outdoor recreation, we urge you to take decisive actions that will allow 
this and other critical boating access facilities to swiftly rebuild and rejoin the local 
economy.   
 
 We look forward to hearing from you regarding this issue and possible solutions 
to it.  Please contact David Kennedy, dkennedy@boatus.com, with BoatU.S. Government 
Affairs. 
 
 

      Most Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Margaret B. Podlich 
President 

 
Cc: The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior 
 The Honorable Senator Charles Schumer 
 The Honorable Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
 The Honorable Congressman Michael Grimm 
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... -T-~ NICHOLS GREAT KILLS PARK MARINA 
OPERATED BY MARINAS OF THE FUTURE, INC. I 

GAlEWAY NATiONAl PARK 
P 0. BOX 60098 • 3270 H\'l.AN S'.VD. 
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306 

\7:8) 35l·8~76 
FAX \ 718) 351 ·8771 

December 18, 2012 . '' 
Dear Boater: 

The National Parks Service (NPS) has instructed us to notily you that due to the damage from storm 
Sandy, we can only provide limited visitor services until April lS, 2013 to allow owners of boats stored at 
the marina time to remove their vessels. 

The National Parks Service along with Marinas of the future understands that this interruption of 
serv1ces will be a hardship on you. Marinas of the Future will make every effort to ease this transition. 

The National Parks Service urges you to make arrangements to remove your vessel from the site as soon 
as possible. If you cannot remove your boat before December 31, 2012, you may continue to store your 
vessel at Great Kills Park Marina, subject to the terms of your current contract with Marinas o f the 
Future. Great Kills Park Marina (MOF) has been told that the National Parks Service is willing to continue 
MOF'S current contract authorizing us to continue winter storage, and to launch each boat once, until 
Aprill5, 2013. 

Movong (()(Ward, NPS management will evaluate the future use of this location. 

Sincerely, 

Robert &>rnstein, President 

. . 


