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On behalf of the over 500,000 members of the Boat Owners Association of The United 
States (BoatU.S.), and the millions of citizens who enjoy recreational boating every year, 
we offer our views on the proposed modification of LightSquared’s Ancillary Terrestrial 
Component (ATC) authorization.  In particular, we want to emphasize the vital role that a 
reliable Global Positioning System (GPS) plays in boating safety and navigation.  In the 
Commission’s consideration of this proposal, the protection of the integrity of the GPS 
signal should be paramount. 
 
We support the decision proposed by LightSquared to permanently relinquish any 
authority to conduct terrestrial operations in the 1545-1555 MHz band.  The majority of 
our members, and millions of boaters nationwide, rely on general navigation GPS 
receivers.  Based on the Technical Working Group Final Report of July 2011, we 
understand this action should reduce the chance of harmful interference to those units.   
 
LightSquared continues to propose offering cellular or data service utilizing other 
portions of the radio spectrum that might interfere with the GPS signal as well.  As the 
Technical Working Group Final Report noted, “The General Location/Navigation sub-
team has concluded that all phases of the LightSquared deployment plan will result in 
widespread harmful interference to GPS signals and service and that mitigation is not 
possible.”  As a result, the potential still exists for interference if the company is allowed 
to operate ATC service in the 1525-1544 MHz band. We urge the FCC to prohibit the 
deployment of the proposed cellular or data service until thorough research proves there 
will be no possible interference of any kind with GPS and/or other vital government 
services. 
 
Additionally, we urge the FCC to thoroughly investigate the potential impact of 
LightSquared’s proposal to offer service using the 1675-1680 MHz band.  In particular, 
we have serious concerns with the potential interference with weather data gathering 
systems and the timely, accurate transmission of that data to the National Weather 
Service (NWS).  As our recent experiences with Superstorm Sandy have powerfully 
demonstrated, authoritative weather forecasts, up-to-the-minute data updates and other 
weather products created by the NWS are a necessity for the entire coastal community, 
including boaters.  Until it can be clearly demonstrated that the proposed Light Squared 
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service will not in any way degrade the NWS’s ability to provide these critical services, 
the FCC should deny this portion of the petition. 
 
Several times during the consideration of the various LightSquared proposals, a 
suggestion has been made that years ago the design of GPS receivers should have taken 
into account the potential for interference from services such as LightSquared.  We 
firmly and emphatically reject this argument.  As the GPS system has developed over the 
past 20-plus years, GPS receivers have been designed to perform their designated 
functions within a spectrum environment that was well understood and defined.  To now 
suggest the utility and efficiency of millions of existing general purpose navigation GPS 
receivers be corrupted for the benefit and monetary gain of a private company is 
outrageous. 
 
The provision of accurate, reliable positioning information is of crucial importance to 
recreational boaters.  With the discontinuation of the LORAN system in 2010, GPS has 
become the sole means of electronic navigation information available.  If the maritime 
community - both recreational and commercial vessels - are to continue to count on the 
myriad of benefits the GPS signal provides, such as broadcasting the location of a vessel 
in distress, the FCC must ensure its integrity beyond any doubt. 
 
Thank you for your attention to these concerns.  Please contact BoatU.S. if we can 
provide additional information regarding this or any other issue involving recreational 
boating and the use of the public radio spectrum. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Margaret B. Podlich 
President 
BoatU.S. 
 
 


